Hemofilter reuse in maintenance hemofiltration.
The practice of multiple use of hemofilter was examined on 16 patients in our dialysis center. The hemofilters were cleaned by reverse ultrafiltration using positive pressure in the blood and filtrate compartment of the hemofilter. Ten hemofilters used for continuous arteriovenous hemofiltration, 6 hemofilters used for pump-assisted acute hemofiltration and seventy hemofilters used for chronic maintenance hemofiltration were studied for the clearances of urea nitrogen and creatinine and sieving coefficients of albumin and electrolytes. Hemofilters were successfully reused in pump-assisted acute hemofiltration and chronic hemofiltration. In continuous arteriovenous hemofiltration, hemofilters could not be reused mainly because of clotting of fibers. The practice is safe, efficient and highly cost-saving.